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he 2002 Playboy chips
were quite a challenge to
The Palms Team from
inception to production.

Although we learned from 2002, we
found 2003 to have even more chal-
lenges.

The 50th Anniversary of Playboy
Magazine is the biggest promotion
the Palms Casino Resort has ever
undertaken. Trent Parks, National
Account Executive for the Palms and
the N9NE Group was the lead person.
He 1st mentioned the promotion in
late Dec 2002. WOW, 8 to 9 months!
This will be a breeze, or so I thought.   

As it turned out, most of the luxu-
ry time went into getting a contract
signed and getting artwork in a form
we could use on chips. We wanted to
do actual covers of Playboy. If you
are a Playboy fan, you know some
covers will not be acceptable for chip
artwork. We had roughly 50 Playboy
covers in thumbnail format sent in on
a CD. They still had the text that
appears on all Playboy covers.
Playboy would have final say on cov-
ers we choose. They would then
remove the text and send us scans in
a high resolution suitable to transfer
to the chips. Needless to say they
turned down the cover we most cov-
eted. I will let you guess which one
that was.

The 1st of June arrived and still no
artwork! I was getting worried. 14
weeks to release day and Bourgogne
et Grasset would be closed for
Holiday 4 of the last 8 weeks.

50th  Anniversary  Chips

T h e  M a k i n g  O f  T h e  2 0 0 3

by Gene Trimble

We picked one cover we were sure
would get Playboy and gaming
approval  and had the 1st artwork in
our hands on June 10.

Ok, but not exactly what we had in
mind.

OK lets add the cover dates on the
version we choose and see what the
50th Anniversary logo will look like.
Logo looks great but Palms name is
wrong.

It took 3 weeks to get text less
versions and approvals from Playboy.
1st complete artwork.
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We need to dress up the Huge
Hefner chips.
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After consulting with the powers
that be, we decided the June 79 and
February 78 covers on the $25 chips
would not fly. 

OOPS, read my email again, I said
October 01 not March 01. This one
would NEVER fly.  

Still not right.
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July 19 the final artwork went to
NV Gaming – 8 weeks to release and
Bourgogne et Grasset would be
closed for the middle 4 weeks.
Gaming was aware of our short time
line and gave verbal approval on July
20. Paul-Son rep gave us a guaranteed
delivery date of Sept 16, two days
before the release. One week of this
would be tied up in shipping and cus-
toms. As of this writing, September 7,
I am on pins and needles!

Final chip designs

CD Case for chips

Special case for $50 chip
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One of the designs for the blackjack table

Playboy 50th Anniversary slot cards

Final design

Playboy 50th Anniversary room keys


