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ANTIQUE COLLECTIBLES
Liquor Advertising Chips are Treasures

by Dale Seymour and Ken Craig

ld poker chips advertising
various brands of liquor
are popular with antique
chip collectors. Most of

these early 20th century creations
were made of clay or cardboard.
They were most likely given to spe-
cial dealers or customers. We have no
evidence that they were made for sale
to the general public. The 36 known
liquor advertising chips (pre-1950)
are shown on the two following
pages. In some cases, the reverse
sides are different. Most of these
chips are fairly rare. If you have
liquor advertising chips that are not
shown here, we would like to know
about them.

Since the last article we wrote for
this journal, collectors have come up
with 25 new ivory chip finds and two
clay chip finds. These chips and their
new codes are shown following the
liquor advertising chips. The mono-
gram “G” ivory chips belonged to St.
Louis inventor, Heinrich Gerhardt.
Best known of Gerhardt's inventions
is the hydraulic pump. These chips
were found in his estate in St. Louis.

Another variation of the commem-
orative chips made in the 1920’s is
the Texas Star chip. The ivory “25”

chip, coded IP-NF, measures a whop-
ping 44 mm. Extra large ivory numer-
al chips bring premium prices among
ivory chip collectors.

The clay chips shown with the
horsehead and Indian head may have
been made for a private party, as few
of either have been found. Rich
Hanover, whose specialty is Crest and
Seal chips, owns the “BH” (Beverly
Hills) and Tango ship chips with the
customized reverses. Our thanks
to Bruce Bouwkamp (KS), Michael
Knapp (OH), Rich Hanover (NJ), and
Ralph Strandwold (CA) for these
recent finds.

Do you have some special old
inlaid or catalin chips that are marred
by cigarette burns, fading, oxidation,
yellowing, scratches or dirt? A
rectently retired jewelr has disovered
that he can clean chips using his
years of jewelry expertise. Clayton
Robey has had so much success with
restoring the original beauty of
damaged inlaid chips that he is
considering doing this as a business.
A new chip collector, Robey says
he may clean in trade for chips.
If interested, contact:
Clayton Robey,
310 W. Ash St.,
Zionsville, IN 46077.

Antique chip collectors with new
finds send photocopies to:
Dale Seymour,
11170 Mora Dr.,
Los Altos, CA 94024
(seymourdg@sbcglobal.net)
or Ken Craig,
3927-H Waring Rd.,
Oceanside, CA 92056
(drkenny@cox.net).
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Liquor Advertising Chips
(1890 - 1950)
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